
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Creation” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Forgiveness Unleashed,” is the eighth in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Kids for Christ
  5:00 p.m.    Youth Ministry
  5:30 p.m.    Growth Groups
  7:30 p.m.    The Oaks College  Ministry

Tuesday:
    6:00 p.m.    Jubilee Ringers

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Wednesday: 
 6:45 p.m.    Growth Groups
 7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

Thursday and Friday:
Academy Fall Festival
  
Friday:
   5:30 p.m.  Trunk or Treat

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                    All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
             if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                        on the schedule below.

 Youth Ministry: “Brave” Conference for Girls
   My name is Phoebe Head, and I would just like to introduce myself! I am the 
new youth assistant at Aldersgate. I have loved getting to know your kids, and 
hopefully I will continue to meet and get to know all of you.
  Next month, on November 15-16, there is an event at ACU called the West 
Texas Girls Conference. This conference is for middle school and high school 
girls. This year’s theme is “Brave.” The goal for the weekend is for girls to 
overcome their fears, be challenged in their faith and have courage to live 
their lives to the fullest through Christ. Two speakers that will be sharing 
their testimonies and speak on the theme of the weekend. A team will lead the 
conference in some really energetic and fun worship!

The cost of the conference is $35, but Aldersgate has some scholarships available. This fee includes a T-shirt, 
dinner in the World Famous Bean on Saturday, the opportunity to hear some encouraging speakers and 
some time to grow closer to our awesome God! I will be attending the conference along with the girls if we 
have enough interest.
   If you are interested, please call Daniel at 325-370-5223,  email him at youth@aldersgateabilene.org, or 
contact me at the church by November 2 . Grace and Peace! — Phoebe Head



College Ministry:  Re-Cap of Social Media at The Oaks
 Last Sunday night at The Oaks, we discussed the role of social 
media in our lives, and I thought I might take a minute to share 
some of the conclusions that we were able to draw: 
 •Social media is a tool that can be used for a variety of  
   purposes and can have both positive and negative   
   impacts on our lives, depending on how we use it. 
 •Social media can become harmful to ourselves or   
   others when: 
           •Connecting leads to comparison, judgement,
            gossip, and discontent.
           •Voicing opinions leads to trying to fix or change   
              others, arguments and anger, or promoting our personal influence, power, or following  in
             order to gain self-esteem and confidence.
           •”Sharing life” leads to oversharing or becoming dependent upon the approval of others and
              and our own “likeability.”
           •We use social media for our own entertainment out of boredom or even addiction, which   
                sets us up to de-humanize others and distract ourselves from other areas of life.
   •People can prevent the negative effects of social media by considering their motives before 
                    posting/updating/tweeting (etc.) and by placing boundaries on social media use.  
    But most importantly, we must all remember that social media is a real part of life, and so we must apply 
Jesus’ teachings to the ways in which we connect, interact, and live socially online.
    In Matthew 5, Jesus looks out to a crowd of people and calls them the “light of the world” and follows up 
with the rest of the Sermon on the Mount. Surely, as we continue to learn and grow in the ways of Jesus, even 
our online social living can be  sacramental, a sign of God’s love and grace for all people. 
   Students, I hope you will consider joining us tonight for The Oaks as we begin a new discussion series 
on “The Work of Grace.” As always, we’ll start the evening off at 7:30pm with a free meal. — Kyle Watson

Children’s Ministry: Trunk or Treat is Friday,  October 31
  Thank you all for your wonderful support for Trunk of Treat this 
Friday, 5:30-7:00 p.m. It's going to be a wonderful evening full of 
food, friends, fun, and, of course, lots and lots of candy! What else 
do you need for a great night? Even if you aren't signed up to help, 
please come to enjoy the fellowship of our church community and get 
to know some of our neighborhood friends who will be there.  You 
can wear your Aldersgate Alive shirt if you’re not wearing a costume. 
If you didn’t sign up to bring your trunk but find you are available 
on Friday evening, please come anyway. If possible, we would like 
everyone to be there by 5:15 p.m. with your cars, so we can make sure 

candy. We will have extra candy available in the grocery cart all evening long, so feel free to come replenish
it if you are running low. I am looking forward to a great Halloween evening with you! — Alayna Brooks



ALIVE In Creation: Forgiveness Unleashed
Genesis 50: 15-21

Sermon Notes
Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

ALIVE In Creation:  Forgiveness Unleashed
Genesis 50:15-21

Themes Through the Bible…So Far
- God is Good and Predictable
- Humans are made in God’s Image
- Rest is a big deal
- Humans Thrive in interdependent relationships
- When Humans choose to determine good and evil for ourselves…bad (Sin)
- Rivalry and Violence rob life (Harpagmos)
- God is restoring the world to the goodness of the garden through blessing (God’s part)
  and Faith (our Part)

Forgiveness:  The Foundational Theme of “Making all things New” 

                                                                                         Vengeance =    __________________________

 Injury             Anger/Hurt               Grief 

                                                                                        Forgiveness =    __________________________ 

“The only way to end grief is to save a life…vengeance is a lazy form of grief.” Silvia Broome from the film The 
Interpreter
 
Two Stories, Same result:  Esau and Jacob (Genesis 25:19-33:20), Joseph and His Brothers (Genesis 37-50) 
 
The Offender Jacob to Esau:  "No, please!" said Jacob. "If I have found favor in your eyes, accept this gift from me. 
For to see your face is like seeing the face of God, now that you have received me favorably.” Genesis 33:11
The Offended Joseph His Brothers: “ You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what 
is now being done, the saving of many lives.”  Genesis 50:20
 
Three Important Questions?

“We all experience wrongs, hurts, and injustices through the actions of others—and we all inflict wrongs, 
hurts, and injustices upon others. If we want to reflect the image of God, we will choose grace over hostility, 
reconciliation over revenge, and equality over rivalry.”  Brian McLaren, We Make the road by Walking p. 35



Growth Group Questions
1. Of all the major biblical themes that have been discussed during the current series, which one has 
surprised you the most, and which one have you found to be most helpful?

   
2. What is the most amazing story of forgiveness that you ever have read, heard about, or experienced 
in your own life?  How has this shaped or inspired your life since?
 

3. In general, what are the most difficult types of offenses for you to forgive?  Why?  

4. Write down one thing about this week’s sermon that “especially intrigued, provoked, disturbed, 
challenged, encouraged, warmed, warned, helped, or surprised you?”

5. Pastor Steve made the claim that God’s forgiveness of us and our forgiveness of others is at the very 
foundation of the new creation, of God’s restoring us and all of creation to the goodness of the garden.  He 
said, “Forgiveness initiates making all things new.”  Do you agree with this?  If you agree, how is forgiveness 
foundational, and how does it initiate “making all things new?”  If you disagree, what do you think does lie at 
the foundation of God’s restoring all of creation?            

 
 
6. Read Genesis 33:1-11 and Genesis 50:15-21.  What do you think is going on with all the crying in 
these passages?  What do you think the tears represent? 

7. Pastor Steve ended the sermon with these three questions: “Do you really know God to be a 
pardoning God (as in the spirit of Psalm 86:5)? When others offer you forgiveness, do you freely receive it?  
Do you make it an intentional practice to offer forgiveness and pursue reconciliation with those who have 
injured you?”  Which of these questions struck you the most, and why?  Is God nudging you to action as a 
result of any of these questions?      

8. How can the members of your Growth Group support and pray for you this week?



   My name is Lisa Chaney and I am one of the teachers in  Class B. I was 
born in Goshen, Indiana, and have worked in childcare for 12 years. My 
husband and I moved to Abilene in September, 1998. This is my second year 
at Aldersgate Academy.
   My husband, Doug, is in the Air Force. We have two boys, Austin, a fresh-
man at Cooper High School and Joshua, a 5th Grader at Dyess Elementary.
   In my free time, I enjoy reading, camping and spending time with my fam-
ily. I help with Joshua’s Special Olympics Team.
   The best part of my job is all of the hugs and smiles I receive every day 
from the children.
   I love life when the children get excited, whether it is from singing songs 

disrupts it and breaks it open so that something better can emerge 
and evolve. Thank you for your support of the Academy staff, 
children and teachers.
    Some teachers received cards this week in response to the 
Sunday School Classes being asked to support an Academy Class.
   Prayers were offered and names were exchanged and relationships are beginning!    
   This is what we as followers of Jesus are called to do,  and you are answering the call in glorious ways. We 
are feeling your love. Susan Placencia and I are taking this week to send a handwritten note to each family 
of the Academy. We want to invite them to share any concerns, needs and prayers with us. We also want to 
thank the families for choosing Aldersgate Academy to care for their precious children. 
  We want them to learn through our work together that we are different, maybe even…strange! We all are 
working together to “cover these families in the dust of our Rabbi” as we go about our daily lives. 
— Carol Rogers

Spotlight on Academy 

Academy Teacher: Lisa Chaney

or playing in one of our many play centers.
    I would say the qualities that I have that work best for my job are my caring nature and sense of humor.
    My favorite Bible verse is Philippians 4:3: “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.”
Grace and Peace! — Lisa Chaney

   In reading, “We Make the Road by 
Walking” by Brian McLaren, on page 21, 
the author says: The living God doesn’t 
uphold the status quo... but repeatedly



Open Door Garden: Neighborhood Pie Feast November 8
  For some people, November marks the beginning 
of deer hunting season. For others, myself included, 
November marks the beginning of pie season. Apple. 
Pumpkin. Pecan. Chocolate Creme. Chess. You name it. 
Yum! And a delicious piece of pie is made even sweeter 
when shared with friends and neighbors. 
  That’s why you are all invited to the Open Door 
Community Garden (S 19th and Amarillo) on Saturday, 
November 8, for the Neighborhood Pie Feast! Bring 
yourself, your family and your favorite pie to share 
after our monthly work day, which will begin at 10 a.m. 

(Coffee will be provided!)  We’ll be pulling the plants that are now out of season and then planting some rye 
to enrich the soil as it rests for Spring. In the past week, three students at Bowie Elementary School, two in 
first grade and one in fifth, spoke to me about their experiences in the garden in a way that told me that the 
Open Door is a place of life in our neighborhood.
   Even in these cooler months, there is much life to be enjoyed in the garden. I hope to see you there 
on Saturday, November 8, for a little bit of hard work, plenty of yummy pie, and a whole lot of fun. If 
you have any questions or would like to volunteer at the Neighborhood Pie Feast, please contact me at 
amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org or at (325) 660-5017. Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz

Connections:  Riding To Church Together
   Can you drive a car? Do you like meeting new people? Are you 
looking for a way to minister at Aldersgate? Then you should 
consider giving a ride to a friend (like Joe, to the right.)
   Can you imagine wanting to go to church but not being able to 
get there on your own? 
   We have friends all across town who need a ride to church each 
week, and you could help them out by picking them up and taking 
them home on Sunday mornings.        
    You can do this by driving people in your own vehicle or using 
the church van. I have had the opportunity to serve in this capacity 
for the past few weeks, and it has been a highlight of my Sundays!     
   Not only have I met some new friends, but I have laughed until 
my stomach hurt.
    And the truth is, we need your help. This is an extremely 
important ministry at Aldersgate,  and we need your help in order for it to continue! If you are interested in 
this opportunity, you can contact me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or (210) 849-9122. — Jessica Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner

Presence                      (10.19.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $13,369.10
Received Month-to-Date = $52,291.22
Received Year-to-Date = $619,933.07
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Worship Service=  195                     
11:00 a.m. Worship Service= 214

Total Worship Service Attendance=409                                                   
 Sunday school=220

The Oaks =22

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

Still need a copy of “We Make the Road by Walking?” The church office has extra  
books available for $17.50 each.   



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

                 Why I Give                                                                                                                    
                                                    Pastor  Steve                         

Below you will find a list of sermon related 
passages and a list of passages that will 
take you through the Bible in a year. Please 
consider reading both each day as we 
continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  
                    Sermon Passages                              
Sunday:      Genesis 50: 15-21               
Monday:  Genesis 32: 1-33:11
Tuesday:  Psalm 86
Wednesday: Luke 24: 36-49
Thursday:  Matthew 5: 38-6:15
Friday:  Ephesians 4: 17-32
Saturday:  Matthew 18: 15-35

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:  Leviticus 19-21
Monday:  Leviticus 22-23
Tuesday:  Leviticus 24-25
Wednesday: Leviticus 26-27
Thursday: Numbers 1-2
Friday:  Numbers 3-4
Saturday:  Numbers  5-6

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

The Blue Parakeet
by Scot McKnight 
is the next book 
that we are inviting 
you to read as we go 
through the whole 
Bible in 52 weeks 
here at Aldersgate.  
One reviewer says, 
“In this bold, 
examination of reading the Bible, author 
Scot McKnight proclaims a new ‘Third 
Way,’ one that walks confidently between 
two  extremes.”  The book is an easy read 
that helps us to really think through how 
we read the Bible. You may order a copy 
through the church office for $10.oo. 
Grace and Peace!
 —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

   Each year, Pastor Amy and I encourage 
you to spend prayerful time with your family 
completing your Estimate of Giving card for the 
coming year and to faithfully follow through on 
your commitment to give generously by the grace 
of God.  

   Both of our families take the giving of our financial resources to God 
and his church seriously and have found great joy in doing so.  Below are 
the top five reasons that I choose to give generously:

1.  I am made to give.  We are made in the image of God to reflectGo’s 
character back into the world. The heart of God beatrs with multifaceted 
generosity. God is generous in every way. I give becausse I am at my 
absolute best and most alive when I am living my life like I was made by 
God to live it...generously!

2.  Giving gives me joy. When I invest generously in the work of God 
through our church, it gives me great joy to know that I am part of a 
larger body that is committed to investing generously in our mission and 
mission field. People are being affected and changed every day because of 
the mission of Aldersgate. That gives me joy!

3.  Giving teaches me to grow in my trust of God.  Money and material 
possessions are the primary rival to God in being first in our lives. 
When I release money to God and to others for God’s purposes, it 
helps my trust in God to grow and my trust in money and material 
possessions to lessen.  Giving protects me from greed and the love of 
money, which is the root of all kinds of evil.

4.  God asks me to give.  Throughout the Bible, God asks his followers 
to give and to be generous. I have a desire to be obedient to God in all 
ways, including giving. The true narrative is that God would never ask 
us to do anything that was not for our good and the good of others.

5.  I give because I have committed to give.  As Methodists, we commit 
to God and to each other a life of generous giving, along with prayers, 
presence, service and witness.  I give because I have committed to give.  
I believe that it is good for me, good for our church and good for the 
entire kingdom of God!  
Why do you give? 


